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his board and bed.9   Missirie was beaten.   The Greek
was no match for the Scotsman."

After another week's delay at Pera, Russell embarked
with an expeditionary flotilla to Varna. An extract
from a letter in which he described the Bosphorus
as he saw it from the deck of the Vesuvius is
given here as a specimen of his manner. Many
" special correspondents" have described the Bos-
phorus since then; some of them with the rather
overwrought skill which the competition in distin-
guishing styles has imposed upon them ; but Russell's
method will always remain an unexceptionable model
for the school. It is flowing, but not flowery; it is a
perfect stranger to affectation; and it is, above all,
informing. In a newspaper affectation is one of the
vilest of faults, because it springs from a fundamental
misconception of what is appropriate. Sometimes
Russell's feelings expressed themselves in torrential
passages which approach grandeur, and these have
the peculiar grace of sincerity, because it is obvious
that they were not more deliberately manipulated than
the sentences in which he records the change of a
camping ground or the arrival of new troops. The
description of the Bosphorus is not one of these
passages; it is chosen for its typical, its average,
qualities; but surely no one who has looked upon that
wonderful water where West gazes across at East,
#nd where too late in life the Romans discovered the
finest seat of Empire in the world, will deny that
Russell absorbed and could convey the very spirit of
the place,

" No voyager or artist can do justice to the scenery
of the Bosphorus. It has much the character of a
Norwegian fiord. Perhaps the rounded outline of the